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synopsis

Brothers Dave and Kenneth are reunited on Kenneth's release after four years in prison following a failed home
invasion. While Kenneth is anxious to dive headfirst into the drug-centered existence that ensnared him in the first
place, both Dave and Kenneth's erstwhile girlfriend Sylvie, have adopted clean lifestyles. Drugs, crime and the bonds
of brotherhood create this dark crime thriller journey in The Ardennes.
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the scars or their shared past, but each dealing with it in their own way.
The story, which pays great attention to character development, unfolds like a crime thriller that reaches its climax in the Ardennes (in
Wallonia, the French-speaking southern region of Belgium). | wanted to explore the theme of loyalty between brothers and friends, with
a specific focus on the harsh environment of these individuals. This is also a recurring theme in my previous short films, characters who
act according to standards and values that are different from what is considered normal and who live in a world where violence is the
solution and drugs are invariably present. | always had a great affinity for people who live at the margins of society and who seek,
consciously or not, extremes. Despite the dark source material, the story also has humorous moments, because humour is a part of life:
how people nevertheless try to make things bearable by finding humour in all situations, even if it might be out of place.

The complicated love triangle between Dave, Sylvie and Kenneth is central to the plot. It is the main thrust of the story. None of the three
characters are happy with where they are right now in their lives and, although it is easy to portray Kenneth as the 'bad guy' of the story,
this is not what interests me as a filmmaker. | wanted to explore the grey areas between good and evil and to ask myself why people are
the way they are and do what they do. After all, everyone is a cute baby at birth - a blank canvas. The answers to the questions of how
Kenneth ends up in jail, whose corpse is in the trunk and why it is there, ensure that the characters are always seen in a different light
by the viewer, and that is what | want to achieve.




The collaboration with Jeroen Perceval as co-screenwriter gives unique impetus to the script. The stage play on which this script is
based has already proven itself and enjoyed much success. But this screen adaptation, also byJeroen, has been translated in every way
possible into the medium of film. While my short films have always contained a certain element of chaos and frenetic camera work, |
wanted to take more time in this film to allow the characters and images to breathe, so to speak, in order to strike relentlessly in the
third act, where | close in on the protagonists. From the third act onwards, we are in very dense pinewoods, characterised by a certain
isolation and obscurity. Just as the Buen hmthers and Tarantino often strike a balance hetween black humour, suspense and character
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UL1, Frank Van Fasse
: Het Goddelijke Monster (2011, television series)
that he really i. Smoorverliefd (2010, Hilde Van Mieghem)
Iot van A. (2010, Jan Verheyen)
Vermist, de Film (2007, Jan Verheyen)
De Smaak van De Keyser (2008, television series)
Koning van de Wereld (2010, Guido Henderickx)
Windkracht 10 - Koksijde Rescue (2006, Hans Herbots)




characters / cast

sylvie de winter | veerle baetens
Sylvie is very good-looking but insecure. She has a history of bad boyfriends, but Kenneth has brought her
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UN DEB HE WHITE QUEEN - 2
CODE 3 20 )
SARA - 200
JWN - 2012 Ju4

RAZY ABOUT YA - 2010

LOVE BELONGS



characters / cast

stef de volder | jan hijvoet

ef, Kenneth's mysterious cellmate, runs a macabre
tle business in the Ardennes and Frefers to be left
ne. His view on life, to put it mildly, is peculiar and
ere is no place in it for women. Behind his eternal
ile hides a danﬁernus person who, finally, doesn't
re about life or death.

FILMOGRAPHY JAN BIJVOET (selection
El Abrazo de la Serpiente (2015, Ciro Guerra
Cordon (2014, television series

Borgman (2013, Alex van Warmerdam

Van Vlees en Bloed (2009, television series
[lirte/ Mind (2009, Pieter Van Hees
N)iemand (2008, Patrice Toye

Recht op Recht (2000, television series

Ad Fundum (1993, Erik Van Looy
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FILMOGRAPHY
PLAN B - 20 min (2008) Cast : Jeroen Perceval, Manou Kersting,
Maarten Westra Hoekzema, Eric Kloeck, Jehon Gorani
« Jury Prize at the Leuven International short film festival, 2008
Public Prize at the Leuven International short film festival, 2008
action Hochschiile Filmfest Munich
~+ Bought by Canvas and shown on TV
NJURY TIME - 15 min (2010) Cast: Jeroen Perceval,
latthias Schoenaerts Mario van Dyck, l]Iwmanny
ligre Leuver rtmnals estwal 2[]1[]

. Internatmnal Film Festival Regiofun Katowice 4
- [nternational Short Film Festival Sedicicorto Forli
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LIEBLING (dir. llen Schoe lagrts)

CHOCO (dir. Vincent Coen) - development

THE HAB (dir. Tom Barman) - development

LE FIDELE (dir. Michagl R. Roskam) - development TR
TONIC IMMOBILITY (dir. Nathalie Teirlinck) - develepment ..
DIAMANT NOIR (dir. Arthur Harari) - release 2015 (co-production)
KEEPER (dir. Guillaume Senez) - release 2015 (co-production)
AUGUST (dir. Jeroen Perceval) - short film - 2014

THE LIFE ACCORDING TO NIND (dic. Simane Van Dusseldorp) - 2014 (co-production)

LABYRINTHUS (dir. Douglas Boswell) - 2014

ALLELUIA (dir. Fabrice Du Welz) - 2014 (co-production)

MORROCAN GIGOLOS (dir. Ismaél Saidi) - 2013

BULLHEAD | RUNDSKOP (dir. Michagl R. Roskam) - 2011

NIGHT FEVER (dir. Frank Theys) - short film - 2011
PORTABLE LIFE (dir. Fleur Beenman) 2[]11
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DOCUMENTARIES

GARDENIA - BEFORE THE LAST CURTAIN FALLS (dir. Thomas Wallner/Eva Kiipper) - 2014 (co-production) - 2015
THE LAND TO THE ENLIGHTENED (dir. Pieter-Jan De Pue) - release December 2015
ARND - Vive ma liberté - development

THE LIONS (dir. Jean-Frédérique de Hasque) - development (co-production)
IATO (dir. Ross McDonnell) - development (co-production)

WELCOME TO THE CHOCOLATE CITY (dir. Bram Van Paesschen) - production
GRANDS TRAVAUX (dir. Olivia Rochette & Gerard-Jan Claes) - post-production
GREEN GOLD (dir. Sergio Ghizzardi) - post-production (co-production)

FRANKY (dir. Matthias Schoenaerts) - post-production

LAB-LIFE (dir. Frank Theys) - 2014

LAST HIJACK (dir. Tommy Pallota & Femke Wolting) - 2014 (co-production)
SILENT VISITORS (dir. Jeroen Van der Stock) - 2012

CINEMA INCH'ALLAR! (dir. Vincent Coen & Guillaume Vandenberghe) - 2012

RAIN (dir. Olivia Rochette, Gerard-Jan Claes & A. T. De Keersmaeker) - 2012
WORK: THE LIFE OF ANTON CORBIJN (dir. Klaartje Quirijns) - 2012 (co-production)
NO COMMENT (dir. Pascal Poissonnier) - 2011

EMPIRE OF DUST (dir. Bram Van Paesschen) - 2011

OUR COMRADE TITO (dir. Robin Hunzinger and Sabina Subasic) - 2011 (co-production)
WALKING BACK T0 HAPPINESS (dir. Pascal Poissonnier) - 2010

LOST IN TRANSITION (dir. Thom Vander Beken) - 2008

WILD BEAST (dir. Jeroen Van der Stock) - 2008

OTHER PROJECTS

THE COCTE)LETTE FILM (dir. Mike Figgis / choreographie: Ann Van den Broek) - 2010
CROSSOVER (dir. Pierre Coulibeuf) - 2009

HERE AFTER (dir. Wim Vandekeybus) - 2007



JEROEN PERCEVAL
KEVIN JANSSENS
VEER[E BAETENS
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tecnnical sheet

11 S The Ardennes
A R, D'Ardennen
11T LU 93 minutes
OIGINA! [ANGUATE....etsssess Dutch & French
J0CRLIOM. .o Antwerpen, Waterloo, Nivelet, Tenneville
|1, 12th of January -27th

of February (34 days)
BB, thriller | crime | drama
AT Savage Film
00 PIOAUCEIS.cerr Eyeworks Belgium, PRPL/Bastide Films
1L scope

NOME LRITIEOIY T1BASE. .. October 14, 2015
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producer:
Savage hlm

| Barl" Van Langendon
3 L8 wwwsavageflli
N tel. 02 (11 42 91
i, A hart@sav’ggefllmhe

I Palscale admnnda
ascale aleramonda.com
de Meénilmontant, 15020 Paris, FRANCE
rmfm Tel. +33 6 62 01 32 41
' www.pascaleramonda.com

_ Dublicists:
Gudrun Burie - PR Factory



